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brated high mass in the neighbouring Church of Santa .
Maria with the two towers or belfries, from both of
which he had just smoked or burned out the garrison.
The next day the partisans of Guibert took possession
of St. Peter's, washed the altar clean from the pollution
of the hostile mass, and then celebrated the holy
Eucharist. But their triumph, too, was short; the
following day they were again driven out; and Pope
Victor ruled in St. Peter's.

Yet Victor dared not remain in Eonie; he retired
again to his Monte Casino.6 In August a council was
held at Benevento. Pope Victor III. presided in the
assembly, and renewed in the strongest terms the ex-
communication of Guibert the Anti-Pope, who, by the
aid of the Imperial arms, not fearing the judgement of
the great Eternal Emperor, had filled Korne with every
kind of violence, crime, and bloodshed, invaded the
pontifical throne, and driven forth the rightful Pope.
To this excommunication was subjoined another against
Hu^h of Lyons and the Abbot of Marseilles. The
abbot had been party to the election of Pope Victor.
The archbishop had offered his allegiance, implored and
received from him the legation to France. Yet their
ambition, disappointed of the Papacy, had driven them
into open schism; they had cut themselves off from the
Eoman Church, and therefore, as self-condemned
heretics, were excluded from that communion. The

e The monks of Monte Casino "boasted
of a wonder which took place at the
shrine of St. Benedict. Among the
pilgrims who approached the altar was
one in ecclesiastical attire. He was
asked who he was; he replied, " St.
Peter. I am come to celebrate the
day of my martyrdom at the alto of

my brother Benedict; since I cannot
stay at Rome, where my church is
desecrated by strife and war." The
monks of Monte Casino celebrated from
thenceforth St. Peter's day with the
same solemnity as that of St. Benedict,
a comparison which provokes the indig-
nant remonstrance of Cardinal Baroniu$